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SHORELINE RESIDENTS QUESTIONNAIRE 

As part of AEP’s effort to ensure quality recreation opportunities at Claytor Lake and as part of the relicensing 
process, the following questionnaire will help assess how people currently use and enjoy the Lake, and what 
recreation opportunities or facilities may be needed in the future.    Please complete the survey and return it in the 
enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope.  All of your responses will be kept confidential.  Thank you for your 
time and input. 

1. Is your shoreline residence at Claytor Lake your (please circle one) 

 1.  
But have a boat dock, campsite, boat ramp, or other amenity on the property 

 

2. Do you have access to the water from your shoreline residence so you could launch a boat, swim, 
etc?             Yes (   )  No (   ) 

 
3. Approximately how many days per year do you spend at your residence at Claytor Lake?  

       Number of days ________ 
 

4. How many people resided at your residence during the last year (Labor Day 2006 to Labor Day 
2007)? ________________ 

 
5. Please list the number of DAYS you and others in or visiting your residence participated in the 

following activities during the past year (Labor Day 2006 through Labor Day 2007) at Claytor 
Lake (please mark  in number of WHOLE DAYS even if you participated in an activity for less 
than an hour).   

 

_____ motor boating (not 
fishing) _____ lake kayaking 

_____ tent or vehicle 
camping 

_____ boat fishing _____ lake canoeing _____ cabin rental 
_____ water skiing/tubing _____ bank/pier/dock fishing _____ hunting 
_____ knee/wake boarding _____ picnicking _____ Other 1___________ 
_____ jet skiing _____ sightseeing _____ Other 2____________ 

_____ sailing 
_____ wildlife 
viewing/birding _____ Other 3____________ 

_____ swim/sunbath _____ walking /hiking _____ Other 4____________ 
 _____ visiting a public park _____ _________________ 

 
6. During the past year (Labor Day 2006 through Labor Day 2007), what is the total number of 

calendar days you and others in or visiting your residence participated in recreation activities at 
Claytor Lake?  Number of days:_________  
  

7. What was the average number of people in the group that participated in recreation activities with 
you and others in or visiting your residence at Claytor Lake during the past year?  

Average group size: __________ 
 
8. What primary season do you and others in or visiting your residence participate in recreational 

activities at Claytor Lake? (circle one; refer activities list in question 5) 
 

    Winter (Dec.-Feb.)       Spring (March-May)       Summer (June-Aug.)       Fall (Sept.-Nov.) 
  
 
 
 

a. Primary 
residence 

b.  Seasonal 
residence 

c. Weekend 
residence 

d. Rental 
Property 

e.  No 
residence1 

f. 
undeveloped 
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9. Do you own any of the following watercraft?   If yes, how many watercraft of each type do you 
own and keep at your waterfront home at Claytor Lake? 
 

___Motor Boat (18 feet or less)     ___Motor Boat (19-40 feet)      ___Motor Boat (over 40 feet) 
___Canoe      ___Kayak     ___Pontoon Boat 
___Jet Ski      ___Sailboat                 ___Other  

 
For other, please specify type and number: __________________________________________ 

 

10. Have you and others in or visiting your residence participated in recreational activities at night at 
Claytor Lake during the past year? (refer to the activities in question 5)  Yes (  )    No (  ) 

 

If yes, please specify what activity(ies) and estimate how many nights per activity. 

Activities # of nights 

a.  

b.  
 

For the next series of questions we’d like you to think about your experiences on Claytor Lake  and 

your use of the water. 
 

11. During the peak recreation season (Memorial Day – Labor Day) how would you describe the 
conditions on the water in regard to the number of watercraft at Claytor Lake where you primarily 
participate in recreational activities? (please circle one)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Have you, your family, or guests, residing at or visiting your property, had any experiences while 
participating in recreational activities at the Public Recreation Areas or on the water at Claytor 
Lake during the past year where you felt your health or safety was or could have been 
jeopardized? Yes ______   No _______ 

 

If yes, what happened, when, and where (which Public Recreation Area or what area of the lake)?   
   What: ____________________________________________________________________________                           
   When:  ___________________________________________________________________________  

 Area of Lake: ______________________________________________________________          
 Public Recreation Area: _________________________                                                          _ 
 
13. Have you, your family, or guests, residing at or visiting your property, had any experiences at the 

Public Recreation Areas or on the water at Claytor Lake during the past year that took away from 
your enjoyment on the lake?      Yes ______   No _______ 

 

If yes, what happened, when, and where (which Public Recreation Area or what area of the lake)?   
   What: _____________________________________________________________________________                           
   When: ____________________________________________________________________________  

 Area of Lake: _______________________________________________________________ 
 Public Recreation Area: __________________________                                                         _ 

 

Number of Watercraft 

Weekday Days: 
0. Didn’t use water 
1. No boats 
2. Few boats 
3. Average for boats 
4. Too many boats 
5. Far too many boats  

Weekend Days: 
0. Didn’t use water 
1. No boats 
2. Few boats 
3. Average for boats 
4. Too many boats 
5. Far too many boats  
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14. Please rate your level of satisfaction with the condition of public recreation facilities at Claytor 
Lake that you and others in or visiting your residence used over the past year. (please circle one)  

 

0.  N/A      1. Very Satisfied    2. Satisfied     3. Neutral     4. Dissatisfied    5. Very Dissatisfied     
 

15. If you answered 4 or 5 to question 14, why were you dissatisfied? 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Please rate your level of satisfaction with the number and type of recreation opportunities and 

facilities at Claytor Lake. (please circle one) 
 

0.  N/A       1. Very Satisfied      2. Satisfied     3. Neutral      4. Dissatisfied   5. Very Dissatisfied 
 

17. If you answered 4 or 5 to question 16, what type of recreation opportunities or facilities do you 
think are needed and at what specific location(s)?  

 

Type: ________________________________________________________________  
  Location: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Type: ________________________________________________________________ 
  Location: _____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Now think about your overall impression of the area where you primarily recreate when you or 

others, residing at or visiting your property, use Claytor Lake. 
 

18. How would you rate the scenic/aesthetic quality of the area where you primarily participate in 
recreation activities at Claytor Lake? (please circle one) 
 

  1     2                 3   4           5   
Very Appealing---- -– Appealing ------– Average ------– Unappealing ------– Extremely Unappealing 

 
19. Where are the 3 most scenically appealing areas around Claytor Lake?  

 

 a.__________________  b.____________________  c.______________________ 
 

20. What detracts from the scenery at Claytor Lake? 
a. _________________________   b._____________________  c._____________________ 
 

21. AEP operates the Project with a scheduled drawdown of Claytor Lake typically in late November 
of every year.  Do you use this opportunity to perform maintenance on your shoreline property 
(e.g., bank stabilization, dock maintenance, etc)? 
 Yes  (  )   No (  ) 
 

22. What types of activities do you perform on your property during this drawdown? 
a.  Trash/Debris removal   d.  Dock maintenance 
b.  Shoreline stabilization   e.  Construction 
c.  Natural stabilization   f.  Other________________ 
 

23. How would you rate the seasonal drawdown on your recreation use from your property at Claytor 
Lake? 

   1         2              3              4                5 
Unnecessary---- -----– Inconvenient ----------– Unaffected ----------– Convenient----------– Necessary 
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24. To evaluate the scenic attributes around Claytor Lake please indicate the importance and 
satisfaction of each attribute. 

Is this 

important to 

you? 

If yes, how 

satisfied are 

you? 
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If dissatisfied, 

why? 

A. Naturally appearing shoreline          

B. Naturally appearing 
background 

         

C. Water clarity          

D. Water depth          

E. Development           

F. Contrast in vegetation          

G. Contrast in shapes          

H. Contrast in colors          

I. Quality of docks, piers, etc          

J. Evidence of erosion          

K. Amount of shoreline 
vegetation 

         

L. Roads and infrastructure          

M. Other          

N. Other(2)          
 

25. Please estimate how much money you spent PER DAY (daily average) on RECREATION at 
Claytor Lake during the past year? (Do not include property taxes, mortgages, or other fixed 
annual costs). 

    
  Hotel/Motel/Lodging            $_________ Food & Drink     $__________  
  Boating Rentals/launch fees $_________ Bait/Tackle         $__________ 
  Gasoline (auto/boat)             $_________             Other______________ $__________            

        Total                 
$__________ 

              

26. What percent of these expenditures were made within Pulaski County? ________% 
 

27. Do you have any additional comments?  
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Note: This demographic information will be used for general characteristic summaries  

Age: �  15 – 19 years Race:  �  White Income: � Less than $12,000 

         �  20 – 24 years            �  African American               � $12,000 - $19,999 

         �  25 – 34 years                �  Hispanic or Latino               � $20,000 - $39,999 

         �  35 – 44 years            �  Asian               � $40,000 - $59,999 

         �  45 – 54 years             �  American Indian                � $60,000 - $79,999 

         �  55 – 59 years                 and Alaska Native               � $80,000 - $99,999 

         �  60 – 64 years             �  Native Hawaiian          � $100,000 and over 

         �  65 – 74 years                 and Pacific Islanders  

         �  75 – 84 years            �  Other  

�  85 years and over   

Decline to answer Decline to answer Decline to answer 
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Shoreline Resident Interview Summary 

 

Question 1:  Is your shoreline property at Claytor Lake your (please circle one) 

 Total Percent 

Primary 195 50 

Seasonal 76 19 

Weekend 88 23 

Rental 6 2 

No residence 12 3 

Undeveloped 14 4 

Total 391 100 

 
Question 2:  Do you have access to the water from your shoreline residence so you could 
launch a boat, swim, etc.? 

 Total Percent 

No 40 10 

Yes 359 90 

Total 399 100 

 
Question 3:  Approximately how many days per year do you spend at your residence at 
Claytor Lake? 

Days per year spent at residence 

Mean 211.9 

Standard Error 7.6 

Median 250 

Mode 365 

Standard Deviation 147.2 

Sample Variance 22814 

Count 377 

Confidence Level (95.0%) 14.9 

 
Question 4:  How many people resided at your residence during the last year (Labor Day 
2006 to Labor Day 2007)? 

People residing at residence 

Mean 4 

Standard Error 0.4 

Median 2 

Mode 2 

Standard Deviation 7.5 

Sample Variance 52.3 

Count 361 

Confidence Level (95.0%) 0.8 
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Question 5:  Please list the number of days you and other in or visiting your residence participated in the following activities during the past year 
(Labor Day 2006 through Labor Day 2007) at Claytor Lake (please mark in number of whole days even if you participated in an activity for less than 
an hour). 
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Mean 34 20.3 22.5 24.7 31.7 12.2 36.4 14.1 12.5 23.6 26.2 43.0 112.7 64.9 10.8 7.3 15.7 10.3 86.7 130 

Standard Error 2.3 2.3 1.8 3.0 2.7 2.1 2.1 1.8 1.4 2.4 3.6 7.9 13.1 8.3 1.5 2.2 11.9 2.4 24.8 59.2 

Median 25 10 15 14.5 25 10 30 10 10 10 15 15 35 20 5 3 4 7.5 28.5 90 

Mode 30 5 10 5 30 10 30 20 10 10 20 10 365 10 5 3 2 3 50 - 

Standard Deviation 36.9 26.5 24.5 25.9 29.7 9.0 34.5 14.0 11.3 31.1 36.3 80.0 138.7 91.2 16.8 9.2 29.1 8.9 126.4 118.3 

Sample Variance 1148.2 328.5 399 215.7 486.4 10.5 1084.7 53.4 42.5 538.8  469.3 1996.1 7941.3 3399.1 108.0 5.9 14.3 6.2 1462.1 273.7 

Count 259 135 182 74 123 19 265 59 66 167 103 103 112 121 119 18 6 14 26 4 

Confidence Level 
(95.0%) 4.5 4.5 3.6 5.9 5.3 4.1 4.2 3.6 2.7 4.7 7.0 15.5 25.7 16.3 3.0 4.2 23.3 4.7 48.6 116.0 

Number of X's (not 
included in actual 
calculations) 40 26 29 15 27 5 40 6 16 27 26 25 21 18 16 5 0 4 2 0 
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Question 6:  During the past year (Labor Day 2006 through Labor Day 2007), what is the 
total number of calendar days you and others in or visiting your residence participated in 
recreation activities at Claytor Lake? 

Days participated in recreation 
activities within past year 

Mean 66.8 

Standard Error 4.2 

Median 41.0 

Mode 30.0 

Standard Deviation 78.0 

Sum 22843.0 

Count 342.0 

Confidence Level 
(95.0%) 8.3 

 
Question 7:  What was the average number of people in the group that participated in 
recreation activities with you and other in or visiting your residence at Claytor Lake 
during the past year? 

Group Size 

Mean 5.7 

Standard Error 0.2 

Median 5.0 

Mode 4.0 

Standard Deviation 4.4 

Count 362.0 

Confidence Level 
(95.0%) 0.5 

 
Question 8:  What primary season do you and others visiting your residence participated 
in recreational activities at Claytor Lake? 

 Count Percent 

Winter 7 2 

Spring 41 10 

Summer 347 81 

Fall 33 8 

Total 428 100 

*Respondents submitted multiple 
answers   
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Question 9:  Do you own any of the following watercraft?  If yes, how many watercraft of each type do you own and keep at your waterfront 
home at Claytor Lake? 

Number of Each Type of Boat 
Type of Boat 

1 2 3 4 5 7 8 12 
Total People 

Number of 
X's = 1 

Motorboat <18 ft. 116 10 1 - - - 1 - 119 39 

Motorboat 19-40 ft 121 10 2 - - - - 1 134 39 

Motorboat >40 ft. 2 - - - - - - - 2 0 

Canoe 87 5 - - - - - 1 93 22 

Kayak 44 14 1 2 - - 1 - 62 15 

Pontoon 111 - - - - - - - 111 43 

Jetski 107 26 8 4 - 1 - - 146 36 

Sailboat 30 3 - - - - - - 33 8 

Other 41 2 - - - - - - 43 14 
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Question 10:  Have you and other in or visiting your residence participated in recreational 
activities at night at Claytor Lake during the past year?   

 Total Percent 

No 205 51 

Yes 194 49 

Total 399 100 

 
Question 10 continued:  If yes, please specify what activity(ies) and estimate how many 
nights per activity? 

 Count 

Fishing 83 

Fireworks 73 

Boating 49 

Bonfire/Camp Fire 13 

Camping 13 

Picnic 12 

Swimming 8 

Park Activity (festival, crafts, 
anniversary, celebration) 7 

Walking/Visiting/Sightseeing 7 

Wildlife Viewing 4 

Star gazing  2 

Non motorized boating 2 

Dinner 1 

Total 274 

 
Question 11:  During the peak recreation season (Memorial Day – Labor Day) how 
would describe the conditions on the water in regard to the number of watercraft at 
Claytor Lake where you primarily participate in recreational activities? 

Weekday watercraft Total Percent 

Didn't use water 25 6.7 

No boats 1 0.3 

Few boats 214 57.4 

Average boats 121 32.4 

Too many boats 10 2.7 

Far too many boats 2 0.5 

Total 373 100.0 

 
Question 11 continued: 

Weekend watercraft Total Percent 

Didn't use water 24 6.5 

No boats 1 0.3 

Few boats 26 7.0 

Average boats 212 57.0 

Too many boats 92 24.7 

Far too many boats 17 4.6 

Total 372 100.0 
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Question 12:  Have you, your family, or guests residing at or visiting your property, had 
any experiences while participating in recreational activities at the Public Recreation 
Areas or on the water at Claytor Lake during the past year where you felt your health or 
safety was or could have been jeopardized? 

 Total Percent 

No 338 85 

Yes 61 15 

Total 399 100 

 

Jeopardizing 
Experience When? Where? 

Uncontrolled Operation 
of personal watercraft 

Labor Day Weekend,  
August, Summer, 
multiple, July 4, June 
8, 2007, Summer 
Weekends, 
September 9, 2007 

Draper, Peak 
Creek, North of 
Lowman’s Ferry 
Bridge, Main, 
Clayboard 
Hollow, Dublin 
Hollow, State 
Park area,  

Uncontrolled Operation 
of Boats 

Summer 2006, Labor 
Day Weekend, 
Summer, August, 
weekends, July 4, 
Summer 2004, June, 
frequently, many 
times, most summer 
weekends, Spring 
2007 

Peak Creek, 
Draper, Rental 
Cabins Curve 
near CLSP, 
North of 
Lowman’s Ferry 
Bridge, Dam 
area, all areas, 
Dublin Hollow, 
Smith Cove, 
front of property,  

Excessive Wakes 
Weekends, at 
fireworks 

Peak Creek, all 
over, South of 
Park 

Speed  

All Summer, July 4, 
weekends, always, 
August, Tuesday 
evening, year-round, 
when swimming 

Peak Creek, State 
Park, Clayboard 
Hollows, Man 
Lake, Texas 
Hollow, 
Roseberry Cove, 
Hiawasse, near 
Baptist Camp, 
Dublin Hollow 

Basic Boating Safety 
Issues/ Disobeying laws All Summer 

Peak Creek, 
Dublin Hollow 
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Jeopardizing 
Experience When? Where? 

Boats / PWC Too close 
to shoreline / docks 

daytime, multiple 
times, weekends, 
July 4 weekend, 
Tuesday evening, 
July 4th, August 

Covey’s Cove, 
Dublin Hollow, 
Smith Cove, 
Claytor Lake 
Estates,  Peak 
Creek 

Boat without lights at 
night 

opening season 
fireworks Dublin Hollow 

Shallow 
Water/Sandbars 

June, August, 
anytime 

upper end, 
between Doc 
Browns & little 
Wytheville, Little 
Wytheville, 
Draper 

Debris & Trash 
June 2007, Spring, all 
year 

State Park area, 
our property,  
Upper end, 
Above lighthouse 
bridge 

Trespassing - Main body 

Too many boats - 
Covey’s 
Campground 

Missing buoy still missing 

at eroded island 
view way near 
dam (opposite 
side) 

Boat swamped May 2007 
Big Bend – 
Dublin Hollow 
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Question 13:  Have you, your family, or guests residing at or visiting your property, had 
any experiences while participating in recreational activities at the Public Recreation 
Areas or on the water at Claytor Lake during the past year that took away from your 
enjoyment on the lake? 

 Total Percent 

No 322 81 

Yes 77 19 

Total 399 100 

 

Experience impeding 
enjoyment When?  Location? Count 

Debris/Trash 

all summer, weekends, all 
the time, May, June, July 
2007 

Peak Creek to mouth of 
Lake, Conrad Brothers 
Marina, Dehaven Park, 
Rockhouse Marina, State 
Park 11 

Uncontrolled Jetskis 

July, weekends, often, May, 
spring & summer, 9/9/07, 
summer weekends 

Dublin Hollow, Lakeview, 
Peak Creek, everywhere, 
Allisonia, Hiwassee, NR 
Trail Crossing, dam area, 
Rock Creek, State Park to 
dam, Claytor Lake Estates 
cove 10 

Silt Build-up / Sandbars 
most of summer, all year, 
always, July -September 

above Draper Bridge, 
between cove and 
Homestead Inn, Water 
Front Farms, above 
Lowman's Ferry Bridge, 
River to Lighthouse 
Bridge, upper lake & coves 8 

Boats / PWC too close to 
docks 

weekends, June-July, 
summer 

Little Wytheville, Texas 
Cove, north of Lowman's 
Ferry Bridge 6 

Boaters disobeying 
wake/speed rules 

all the time, every weekend, 
all summer 

Felt's Cove, Peak Creek, all 
over, Rockhouse Marina, 
Dublin Hollow 5 

Noise 
weekends, holidays, dinner 
hour, June 

near river, Dehaven Park, 
Dublin Hollow, State Park 5 

Dead animals (fish, deer, 
cow) 

May 7, Summer 2006, 
August 

Lowman's Ferry Bridge, 
near dam, south side, upper 
part 4 

Fishermen too close to 
private property / Night 
fishermen 

evenings, summer weekend, 
July weekends 

main body, Hiwassee, Peak 
Creek Cove 4 

Same as Jeopardizing 
Experience (question 12) - - 4 

Uncontrolled Boats / 
Number of Boats Summer 

Peak Creek, Covey's Cove, 
Bass Tournament 4 
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Experience impeding 
enjoyment When?  Location? Count 

Obnoxious/ Rude/ 
Drunk/ Disrespectful 
Boaters 

weekend of July 4th, all 
summer, holidays, July 

Delton Section, whole lake, 
main lake, Dublin Hollow, 
Texas Hollow, upper lake 3 

Seaweed / Dirty water 
July , mid-August, June, 
August, September 

Delton area, past 
Lighthouse Bridge, 
Hiwassee 3 

Hitting log / driftwood 9.8.07,  
Hiwassee, Little 
Wytheville 2 

Other (state agents & 
volunteer groups too 
watchful, and water draw 
down) Summer 

State Park mainly to Peak 
Creek  2 

Insects 
June, July, August, 
September Hiwassee  1 

Too many dogs - picnic area 1 

Dog tied up at trailer 24/7 Dehaven Park 1 

No restaurants - State Park 1 

Not allowed to dock to 
go to beach July State Park 1 

Lack of management Weekends Dehaven Park 1 

 
Question 14:  Please rate your level of satisfaction with the condition of public recreation 
facilities at Claytor Lake that you and other in or visiting your residence used over the 
past year. 

 Total Percent 
Not applicable 71 19 

Very satisfied 103 27 

Satisfied 154 41 

Neutral 38 10 

Dissatisfied 13 3 

Very Dissatisfied 1 0 

Grand Total 380 100 

 
Question 15:  Why were you dissatisfied? 

Poor restroom facilities 2 

Lack of facilities (restaurants, gas, convenient stores) 5 

Dehaven Park (unkempt, swimming area dangerous) 2 

Need of boat access / dock 2 

Trash 1 

Wake 1 

Pulaski & AEP do not own water in lake 1 

Lack of enforcement on water violations 1 
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Question 16:  Please rate your level of satisfaction with the number and type of recreation 
opportunities and facilities at Claytor Lake. 

 Total Percent 

Not applicable 33 9 

Very satisfied 74 20 

Satisfied 185 49 

Neutral 59 16 

Dissatisfied 27 7 

Very Dissatisfied 1 0 

Grand Total 379 100 

 
Question 17:  If dissatisfied or very dissatisfied, what type of recreation opportunities or 
facilities do you think are needed and at what specific locations (s)? 

Recreation Needed? Location Count 

Restaurant (w/water access) 

State Park, upper end, 
anywhere, Hiwassee end of 
lake, between Lowman’s & 
State Park, near Lighthouse 
Bridge 25 

Gas Stations 

Hiwassee end of lake, 
DeHaven Park, on water, 
State Park to Lowman's 
Ferry Bridge, near 
Lighthouse Bridge, 
anywhere 9 

Boat Ramps/Launches 
New River upstream, east 
side of lake, Dalton side 3 

More entertainment/Nighttime 
gatherings/Festivals State Park 3 

Boat Docks/Docking facilities 
State Park, Lowman's Ferry 
Bridge 3 

Water accessible beach/picnic areas 
State Park, south side of 
lake 3 

Other 
Paradise Point, above 
bridge 3 

Horseback Riding  State Park 2 

Trails - More/Upgraded (Paved)  

New River trail to State 
Park to dam, State Park, 
south side 2 

Fishing Opportunities - public 
access/better 

Claytor Lake, south side of 
lake 2 

Boater Safety Course/Fishing Course 
New conference center, 
marina 2 

Parks Dublin, on 1-85 side 2 

Basketball/Tennis Courts near public beach 1 

Camping facilities east side of lake 1 

Improve Marina Upper lake 1 
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Question 18:  How would your rate the scenic/aesthetic quality of the area where you 
primarily participate in recreation activities at Claytor Lake? 

 Total Percent 

Very Appealing 200 53 

Appealing 128 34 

Average 38 10 

Unappealing 7 2 

Extremely Unappealing 3 1 

Grand Total 376 100 

 
Question 19:  What are the 3 most scenically appealing areas around Claytor Lake? 

Cliffs 146 

State Park 122 

Dam / Dam area 66 

Peak Creek 59 

Homes / My property 26 

Coves 21 

Mountains 20 

Main body 17 

Undeveloped Areas 17 

Lowman's Ferry Bridge (near) 17 

Lighthouse Bridge 15 

Clapboard Hollow 11 

Upper Area 11 

Shoreline 11 

Bridges 11 

Water  10 

Hiwassee 9 

Quiet / Remote areas 9 

Background / Scenery / Landscape 
(all) 9 

Beach 9 

Farms / Pastures 9 

Spooky Hollow 9 

Dehaven Park  9 

New River (trail & bridge) 8 

Lighthouse Area 8 

Allisonia 6 

Trails 6 

CLSP 6 

Dublin Hollow 6 

Above bridge 6 

Forest/Woods 5 

Trees 5 

Wildlife 5 

Above Lighthouse Bridge 5 

Headwaters Area 4 

Little Wytheville 4 

Sunrise/Sunsets 4 
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Nature 4 

Windows 4 

South side 3 

Fall Foliage 3 

Picnic Areas 3 

Rocks 3 

Cabins 3 

Gazebo 3 

Blue Ridge Parkway 3 

Draper 2 

Clean areas 2 

Train Trestle 2 

Other specific locations 34 

 
Question 20:  What detracts from scenery at Claytor Lake? 

Trash 146 

Debris 100 

Unkempt Properties (homes, docks) 53 

Overdevelopment /Overpopulated 20 

Seaweed / Hydrilla/ Grass/ Weeds 20 

Jetskis 19 

Other 19 

Speed/Size/# of boats 13 

Watercraft Noise 12 

Low water level / Low water clarity 11 

Houses / Buildings 10 

Erosion 9 

Silt build up 9 

Powerlines/Towers 8 

Trailers / Trailer Parks 8 

Dead anything in/near water 7 

Boat Docks/ Slips 4 

Multi Family Developments / 
Condos 3 

Pollution / Smog 3 

Cliffs / Coves 3 

Aircraft 2 

 
Question 21:  AEP operates the Project with a scheduled drawdown of Claytor Lake 
typically in late November of every year.  Do you use this opportunity to perform 
maintenance on your shoreline property? 

 Total Percent 

No 99 25 

Yes 300 75 

Total 399 100 
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Question 22:  What types of activities do you perform on your property during this 
drawdown? 

Trash / Debris Removal 281 

Shoreline Stabilization 176 

Natural Stabilization 36 

Dock maintenance 272 

Construction 68 

Other 16 

 
Question 23:  How would you rate the seasonal drawdown on your recreation use from 
your property at Claytor Lake? 

 Number Percent 

Necessary 168 43 

Unaffected 103 26 

Convenient 99 25 

Inconvenient 12 3 

Unnecessary 9 2 

Total 391 100 
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Question 24:  To evaluate the scenic attributes around Claytor Lake, please indicate the importance and satisfaction of each attribute. 
How important is this? How satisfied? 

Importance/Satisfaction 
w/ Scenic Attributes 

N/A 
Very 

Important Important 
Not Very 
Important N/A Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Reason Why Dissatisfied? 

Naturally Appearing 
Shoreline 

2 217 123 16 2 210 39 12 
Erosion, debris, not cleaned often, overbuilding, 
overdevelopment, too much driftwood, too populated, 
trash, vegetation 

Naturally appearing 
background 

2 222 120 14 1 210 40 5 
Unappealing boat storage/campers, clearing trees for 
shoreline homes, too populated, ugly shacks 

Water Clarity 1 267 90 10 - 111 93 69 

Appears dirty, algae bloom midsummer, affects water 
quality, boats get filthy, can't see swimmers, 
debris/cloudy water, erosion, hydrilla makes it better, 
murky, muddy, not clear, messy, pollution, silt, suds & 
trash floating, too much moss, too much sediment after 
rains, driftwood, watercolor 

Water Depth 8 152 161 31 8 162 48 43 

Concerned during drawdown, erosion problem, lake 
filling in, needs dredging, many areas very/too shallow, 
needs cleaned out, needs more control, sediment, silt 
build up 

Development 4 123 128 89 5 112 99 34 

APCO must continue to regulate, do not want any, 
docks extend too far into lake, impacts water quality, 
lack of boating laws, limit development, already 
overdeveloped, too crowded, too few 
marinas/restaurants/businesses/snack bars, too many 
people, trailers/cabins in disrepair, worried about future 
problems 

Contrast in Vegetation 15 72 171 74 11 141 71 5 
Floating grass, heavy sea grass, lack of landscape 
design, too much seaweed 

Contrast in shapes 22 54 142 111 12 117 82 2 Haphazard buildings, size of docks 

Contrast in colors 16 69 164 81 11 136 66 2 Some docks in bad shape, ugly structures 

Quality of docks, piers, 
etc. 

4 154 170 28 5 133 77 38 

Docks in disrepair, junky docks, illegal docks, unsafe 
docks, dislike pole structure boat storage, lack of 
maintenance, metal boathouses need to be condemned, 
not enough public docks & ramps, some docks too 
large, unappealing docks 
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How important is this? How satisfied? 

Evidence of Erosion 4 216 113 17 3 77 99 70 

Areas need protection, contributes to bad water quality, 
bank washing away, owners are taking vegetation, lake 
is filling in, lack of planned preventative vegetation, 
more maintenance needed, silt, shoreline crumbling, 
stabilization needed, too many trees cut off steep 
slopes,  too much in future because of 
overdevelopment, too much sediment, wakes cause 
great erosion of banks 

Amount of shoreline 
vegetation 

3 135 169 40 2 130 90 21 
Growth makes swimming difficult, hydrilla infestation, 
the more vegetation means the less erosion, need more, 
not enough 

Roads & Infrastructure 3 145 155 39 3 112 81 33 

Bethel Church Road needs paved, needs better 
maintenance, unpaved roads, need better access to 
Dehaven from Dublin, need better road system on 
Dehaven side, in need of improvements, need to be 
wider, make safer, roads in poor condition (to 
Dehaven), too much dust 

Other - 20 5 - - 2 4 19 

Boat hazards, boat houses on barrels need maintenance, 
trash, logs needed cleaned up, noise level, debris, 
silting causes shallow spots, vegetation in lake is 
growing especially near Peak Creek,  aesthetics, needs 
more signs and enforcement, too many livestock 
allowed to wander to water's edge 
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Question 25:  Please estimate how much money you spend per day (daily average) on 
recreation at Claytor Lake during the past year? 

Lodging $4.75 

Boat Rental $3.42 

Gas $80.09 

Food / Drink $74.21 

Bait / Tackle $15.69 

Other $5.29 

Total $212.78 

 
Question 26:  What percent of these expenditures were made within Pulaski County? 

Percent Total 

0 13 

1 1 

5 1 

10 3 

20 2 

25 3 

30 1 

40 3 

50 24 

60 6 

65 1 

70 3 

75 10 

80 8 

90 6 

95 2 

99 1 

100 189 

Total 277 

 
Demographic Information 

AGE Total Percent 

20-24 yrs 1 0 

25-34 yrs 6 2 

35-44 yrs 32 8 

45-54 yrs 81 20 

55-59 yrs 66 17 

60-64 yrs 75 19 

65-74 yrs 82 21 

75-84 yrs 29 7 

85 plus 5 1 

Declined 22 6 

Total 399 100 
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Race Count Percent 

White 357 89 

Declined to Answer 36 9 

Asian 2 1 

Other 4 1 

Total 399 100 

 

Income Total Percent 

Less than $12,000 3 1 

$12,000-$19,999 9 2 

$20,000-$39,999 19 5 

$40,000-$59,999 49 12 

$60,000-$79,999 46 12 

$80,000-$99,999 36 9 

$100,000 plus 140 35 

Declined 97 24 

Total 399 100 

 


