
HANDRAIL REQUIREMENTS 

The information herein is the most 
common instructions to obtain the 
necessary permits for your project 
and is not representative of all the 
conditions you may encounter. 
 
Contact and locate us… 
 

Building and Zoning Departments 
Pulaski County Administration Building 

First Floor 
143 Third St. NW, Suite 1 

Pulaski, VA  24301 
540-980-7710 (telephone) 

540-980-7717 (fax) 
Hours of Operation 

Monday -  Friday 
7:30 am - 4:30 pm 

 
Environmental Health Department 
Pulaski County Administration Building 

Basement 
143 Third St. NW 

Pulaski, VA  24301 
540-980-994-5037 

 
Miss Utility 

Always call 811 before you dig. 
 

Virginia Department of Professional 
and Occupational Regulation 

1-804-367-8500 
www.dpor.virginia.gov 

Handrails                                                   July 2015 

Who should apply  
         for the permit? 

Homeowners may obtain permits.  
However, it is strongly recom-
mended your properly licensed 
contractor pull the permit as the 
responsible party so the county 
can better assist you in gaining 
compliance for defective work. 

RESIDENTIAL HANDRAIL REQUIREMENTS 
□ Handrails shall be 34 to 38 inches above the nosing of treads. 
□ Handrails shall terminate in newel posts or safety terminals or have 

rounded termination or bends. 
□ Handrails shall be continuous the full length of stairs. 
□ Handrails shall be provided to all stairways having 4 or more risers 
□ Residential stairways may have a handrail on only one side. 
□ Handrails projecting from a wall shall have a space of not less than 1 

1/2” or more than 2” from the wall. 
□ Handgrip portion of the handrails shall not be less than 1 1/4” or more 

than 2 5/8” in cross-sectional dimension and shall have a smooth sur-
face with no sharp corners. 

RESIDENTIAL STAIR REQUIREMENTS 
□ 6 foot 8 inch minimum headroom is required 
□ 8’4” maximum rise 
□ 4 inch minimum rise 
□ 9 inch minimum run (nosing to nosing) 
□ The greatest riser height within a flight of stairs shall not exceed the 

smallest by more than 3/8 inch. 
□ The greatest tread size within a flight of stairs shall not exceed the 

smallest by more than 3/8 inch. 
RESIDENTIAL GUARDRAIL REQUIREMENTS 
□ 36 minimum height 
□ Less than 4 inch maximum spacing 
RESIDENTIAL LANDING REQUIREMENTS 
□ No landing shall be more less than 36” in length. 
□ A door may open at the top step on an interior flight of stairs; pro-

vided the door does not swing over the stair.  
□ A door may open at a landing that is not more than 7 1/2 inches 

lower than the floor level provided the door does not swing over the 
landing, Screen doors and storms door may swing over stairs, steps or 
landing. 

County 
of 

Pulaski 

Acceptable Handrail Details 

           NOT ACCEPTABLE 
NOTE: Other shapes may be acceptable if they provide an equivalent gripping surface. 
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